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'T’HE  Author  deems  it  improper  to  difperfe  this  little  local 
pamphlet  by  way  of  prefents  in  order  to  enlift  a  party  in 
its  favour*  He  paffes  it  to  the  public  through  the  common 
channel  of  a  Bookfeller’s  fhop,  wilhing  it  only  to  obtain  that 
notice  from  the  Subtrrijhers  to  tkt*  York  Lunatic  Afylum  which 
the  arguments  it  contains  may  deferve. 
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PREFACE. 


I  WILL  not  pretend  that  my  motive  for 
giving  the  fubjeft  of  this  pamphlet  fo 
minute  an  inveltigation  is  abfolutely  dif- 
interelled  ;  yet  I  can  fafely  affirm,  that  if 
a  caufe  much  more  laudable  were  not  inti¬ 
mately  connected  with  it,  and  ultimately 
dependent  upon  it,  I  Ihould  never  have 
undertaken  fo  unpleaflng  a  talk. 

The  truth,  fo  far  as  refpedts  myfelf,  is 
briefly  this: — About  fix  years  ago,  in  order 
to  prevent  an  Orphan  Y o  uth,who  had  (hewn 
manifeft  figns  of  Lunacy,  from  coming  on 
his  parilh,  which  I  fufpedled  would  neither 
be  willing  nor  compellable  to  take  fuch  care 
of  him  as  his  deplorable  cafe  required,  and 
having,  as  his  malady  was  recent,  fome  hopes 
of  cure,  I  fent  him  to  the  York  Lunatic 
Afylum.  Since  that  time  it  has  coft  me, 
for  his  maintenance  only,  excluflve  of  his 
apparel,  the  fum  of  above  one  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds.  I  do  not  mention  this  as 
a  charge  that  would  have  been  exorbitant  in 
a  place  not  originally  founded  on  a  chari¬ 
table  principle,  or  greater  than  I  might  have 
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incurred  by  placing  him  in  a  private  mad- 
houfe,  but  only  as  an  expence  which,, 
I  believe,  few  perfons  would  willingly  put 
themfelves  to  for  an  individual  unconnect¬ 
ed  with  them  by  any  other  tye  than  that 
of  general  humanity  ;  and  which,  there¬ 
fore,  if  they  had  born  it  for  fo  long  a  time, 
and  in  the  end  perceived  it  rnufl  yearly 
enCreafe,  they  Would  furely  take  any  jus¬ 
tifiable  means  in  their  power  either  to 
leffen  in  future,  or  finally  to  extinguifh. 

The  Orphan  in  queftion  is  in  the  ftridt- 
eft  fenfe  of  the  term  a  Lunatic  PariJJj  Pau¬ 
per,  withheld  hitherto  from  receiving  pay 
from  his  Parifh  only  by  my  interference  : 
W ere  my  afliftance,  therefore,  withdrawn, 
if  not  otherwife  provided  for,  he  muft  be  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Parifh  to  which  he  belongs. 
Now  as  it  will  be  fully  proved  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  pages,  that  a  weekly  payment  of 
eight  {hillings  does  and  muft  operate  to  the 
utter  exclufion  of  Parifli  Paupers  from  the 
Afylum,  a  plan  which  fets  out  with  recom¬ 
mending  “  that  at  no  time  the  payments 
“  from  the  Parifh  Poor  fhould  be  reduced” 
demands,  furely,  a  more  pointed  animad- 
verfioii  than  I  have  given  it : 

For,  on  a  fttppofition  that  this  unhappy 
youth  fhould  be  returned  to  his  parifli,  the 
probability  is,  that  they  will  never  be 
willing  to  maintain  him  as  I  now  do,  but 

will 
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will  inftantly  try  a  cheaper  experiment ; 
they  will  take  him  home  to  fee  how  he 
will  there  behave  himfelf,  and,  on  the 
very  firfl  fign  of  dangerous  phrenfy  which 
he  may  {hew,  condemn  him  to  a  chain  in 
fome  miferable  hut  for  the  remainder  of 
his  days,  which,  from  his  prefent  ftrength 
of  conftitution,  may,  perhaps,  be  prolonged 
to  half  a  century. 

What  imprefies  this  fear  on  my  own  mind, 

is  a  trial  which  I  was  advifed  to  make  of  the 

flat e  of  his  intellect,  about  a  year  after  he 

had  been  in  the  Afylum :  I  was  then  told 

✓  * 

that  he  was  fo  far  recovered  that  he  might 
be  trailed  in  a  country  village  without  a 
fpecial  keeper,  where  air  and  working  exer- 
cife  might  compleat  his  cure.  With  this 
hope  I  removed  him  into  a  private  fami¬ 
ly  near  York,  where,  though  for  a  few 
weeks  he  behaved  himfelf  quietly  and 
coolly,  yet  in  the  end,  his  infaifity  return¬ 
ing,  he  was  near  killing  a  young  child,  to 
whom  he  had  before  {hewn  great  tender- 
nefs  and  affeflion.  This,  as  may  eafily  be 
fuppofed,  determined  me  to  order  him 
immediately  back  to  the  Hofpital,  where 
he  has  iince  remained;  and.  where,  though 
his  weekly  pay  has  been  lowered  from 
eight  to  fix  {hillings, yet  I  think  it  neceffary 
to  aver  that  it  has  been  lowered  without 
any  felicitation  on  my  part,  becaufe  I  have 

never 
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never  wiihed  that  any  partial  diminution 
fhould  be  made  in  my  favour ;  it  having 
been  long  my  fettled  opinion,  “  That  as 
u  the  charitable  fund  increafed,  all  Poor 
u  Patients  of  every  denomination  fhould  be 
“  equally  relieved  by  it,  in  that  general 
u  proportion  which  the  finances  of  the 
u  charity  would  bear:”  To  Support  this 
principle  and  another,  which  like  it  has  the 
appearance  of  an  axiom,  viz.  “  That  the 
“  original  intention  of  the  fubferibers  to 
u  any  charitable  inftitution  ought  reli ■* 
<c  Kwufly  *°  be  adhered  tof  are  the  two 
capital  points  aimed  at  in  this  publication : 
In  which,  I  truft ,  I  have  oppofed  very  dif¬ 
ferent  principles,  in  the  way  of  fair  and 
liberal  controverfy.  I  am  aware  that  the 
formal  mode  of  propositions  which  I  have 
adopted  may  lay  me  under  the  imputation 
of  being  prolix  and  tedious,  yet  I  fhali 
chearfully  fubmit  to  any  thing  that  may 
lower  my  reputation  as  a  W riter,  if,  as  a 
Man,  I  prove  myfelf  to  be,  in  difeufling 
this  fubjeft,  a  Friend  to  the  Poor  and  to 
him  that  has  no  Helper* 


p  r  o- 


PROPOSITION  I. 

t7r*0  relieve  Lunatic  Parifj  Paupers  was  a 
primary  intention  of  the  nobility ,  gentry , 
and  others  ;  and  one  of  their  principal  motives 
for  entering  into  a fubfeription  for  ere  Bing  a 
Lunatic  Afylum  at  York. 

The  proof  of  this  proportion  will  readily 
refult  from  the  very  words  of  the  advertife- 
ment  which  firft  called  a  meeting  for  the  above 
Purpofe :  It  is  dated  York,  Auguft  7,  1772; 
and  begins  thus  :  cc  Senfible  of  the  deplorable 
66  fituation  of  many  poor  Lunatics,  in  this  ex- 
u  teniive  county,  who  have  no  other  fupport 
but  what  a  needy  parent  can  beftow,  or  a 
tc  thrifty  parifh- officer  provide,  we  do,  there- 
€C  fore,  recommend  to  the  public  in  general,  a 
fubfeription  towards  erecting  a  public  Edifice 
for  the  reception  of  fuch  unhappy  people.” 
After  the  gentlemen  had  met,  a  fecond  paper 
was  publifhed,  entitled  Reafons  for  the  eflablifhing 
a  Lunatic  Hof  pit  at ,  dated  the  25  th  of  the  fame 
montl\  and  year.  In  which  the  above  reafon 
Was  ftill  more  forcibly  expreifed,  and  placed  at 
the  head  of  feven  others,  in  thefe  words : 
1  ft.  It  is  well  known  that  no  particular 
provifion  is  made  by  law  for  Lunatics ;  the 
sc  common  Parifh  Work-Houfes,  and  Houfes 
64  of  Correction,  being  no  ways  proper  for  their 
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66  reception,  either  in  point  of  accommoda^ 
u  tion,  attendance,  or  medical  affiftance.”  It  is 
unneceffary  to  make  any  farther  obfervations 
on  thefe  two  fundamental  and  declaratory  rea~ 
fons  for  the  eftabliffiment  'of 'an  hofpital,  than 
that  they  were  immediately  taken  from  thofe 
which  the  gentlemen  of  Manchefter  had  before 
adopted  on  a  fimilar  occaiion,  though  only  in 
part;*  and  that  they  fully  eftablifh  the  truth  of 
this  fir  ft  propofition. 

Yet,  left  I  ihould  be  fufpeefed  of  withholding 
any  other  reafon  from  the  eye  of  the  public,  at 
prefent,  which  was  held  out  to  them  at  the  firft, 
I  am  ready  here  to  ftate  the  only  two  reafons 
which  can,  in  any  fort,  be  put  in  competition 
with  thofe  which  I  have  adduced:  Thefe  then  are 
the  6th  and  8  th  In  that  paper,  the  former  of  which 
declares  “  that  many  families  (in  no  mean  cir- 
“  cumftances)  through  the  heavy  expence  at- 
u  tending  the  fupport  of  one  object  of  this  fort, 
C£  have  themfelves  become  the  object  of  charitable 
€t  relief,  and,  thereby,  doubled  the  load  and  lofs 
u  to  the  public;”  and  the  latter,  that  “  the  laft, 
but  not  the  ieaft  coniideration  with  the  pro- 
cc  moters  of  this  defign  is,  the  afliftance  that 
ct  rnay  be  given  to  many  perfons  of  mode- 
rate  circumjiances ,  who,  labouring  under  the 
misfortune  of  an  unfound  mind,  have  no 
cc  place  to  retire  to  but  a  private  madhoufe, 
cc  where  their  cure  ftands  a  great  chance 
cc  of  being  protracted  for  the  benefit  of  the 

f*  ■  •  .  i 

#  The  Manchefter  Account  humanely  urges  an  additional  rea¬ 
fon,  that  “  of  defiring  to  prevent  them  from  continuing  public 
“  fpedacles  of  the  deepeft  miferv:”  And  alfo  declares  “thatthe 
61  Phyficians  of  the  Infirmary,  and  the  Surgeons  when  necefiary, 
((  have  generoufly  offered  to  give  their  attendance  gratis/’ 


64 
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u  mercenary  keeper,  if  ever  to  be  accomplifhed 
6 4  under  the  care  of  one  who  can  lay  fo  fmall  a 
44  claim  to  medical  abilities.  Thofe  perfons 
44  or  their  relations,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  would 
44  gladly  give  the  preference  to  an  Afylum 
44  under  the  direction  of  men  of  principles  and 
44  honour,  where  the  patients  might  expert  to 
44  meet  with  the  mod:  humane  and  difinterefted 
44  treatment ;  and  where  they  might  have  a 
44  chance  of  being  reftored  to  their  health  and 
44  friends,  without  impairing  their  fortunes.55 

Thefe  alfo  were  copied  from  the  Manchefter 
account,  but  in  that  was  added,  44  that  in 
64  thefe  cafes,  a  moderate  fee  was  to  be  taken  by 
44  the  truftees  for  their  fubfillence,  and  phyfician 
44  for  his  advice.55  This  omiffion,  however, 
was  made  up  for,  in  a  third  publication,  in  a 
manner,  which  the  perfon  who  drew  it  up 
might  imagine  the  public  would,  at  the  time, 
think  even  more  difinterefted,  viz.  44  And  here 
44  it  will  be  proper  to  remark,  that  no  attending 
44  phyfician  or  furgeon  will  receive  either  fee 
44  or  reward,  as  long  as  the  hofpital  continues 
44  to  receive  only  paupers  or  perfons  in  low  and 
44  indigent  circumftances,  agreeable  to  the  ori- 
44  ginal  design  of  this  charity.  / 

The  publication,  whence  this  paragraph  is 
taken,  is  intitled,  An  earnefi  Application  to  the 
Humane  Public ,  concerning  the  prefent  State  of  the 
Afylum ,  erected  near  Tork  for  the  Reception  of  Lu¬ 
natics .  It  is  dated  May  3,  1 777,  at  a  time 
when  the  building  was  finifhed  and  fitted  up 
to  receive  patients.  It  recapitulates  all  the 
former  reafons,  and  declares  the  intention  of 
the  charity  to  be  that  44  of  alleviating  the 
44  diftreffes  of  Lunatics,  as  well  as  to  remove  a 
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**  heavy  and  expenfive  burthen  from  their 
4C  parifhes  or  families.”  From  all  this,  and 
from  the  words  of  the  late  Lord  Archbifhop  of 
York,  who  firfh  opened  the  fubfcription  for 
erecting  a  fuitable  building  for  the  reception 
of  Lunatics,  “  being  either  Parish  Poor  or  be- 
longing  to  diftreffed  and  indigent  families,” 
I  may,  I  think,  fafely  affirm,  that  this  proposition 
is  demonftrated, 


PROPOSITION  II. 

"The  original  Intention  of  the  fubferibers  to 
that  charity ,  as  already fpecifed ,  is  a  laudable 

one . 

This  has  fo  glaringly  the  appearance  of  an 
axiom,  that  I  am  afraid  the  generality  of  my 
readers  will  pafs  it  over  as  an  unqpeftionable 
truth,  and  not  trouble  themfelves  to  read  what 
I  have  to  urge  in  its  proof,  which  I  much  wifli 
them  to  do,  becaufe  much  has  previoufly  been 
written  to  make  it  appear  abfurd.  Amongft 
other  things  it  has  been  declared  “  That  to 
“  reduce  the  payments  jnade  by  pariilies,  for 
their  infane  poor,  would  open  a  door  for  all 
the  idiots,  bedridden,  difeafed,  and  incurable 
*c  mad  paupers  in  the  kingdom,”'  It  has  been 
alfo  faid,  that,  by  fo  doing,  “  the  houfe  would 
“  be  immediately  filled  with  the  lowed:  and 
€C  meaneft  of  the  poor.”  It  is,  therefore,  ab~ 
folutely  incumbent  on  me,  in  this  place,  to  vin¬ 
dicate,  for  the  credit  of  myfelf,  and  the  reft  of  my 

original 
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original  fubfcribing  brethren,  that  motive  which 
induced  us  to  fubfcribe  to  this  charity,  and  to 
deny  that  perfons  of  middling  rank  and  in  low 
circumftances  were  thofe  for  whom  the  Afy- 
lum  was  principally  intended,  however  its 
government  may  have  been  hitherto,  or  may  be 
in  future  planned.  We  were  all  taught  to  believe, 
and  I  may  furely  anfwer  for  one,  that  all  Lunatic 
Paupers,  as  being  afflicted  with  this  deplorable 
malady  in  common,  were  all  equally  objects  of 
our  benevolence;  and  the  form  of  the  infti- 
tution,  as  already  exhibited,  intimates  no  dif¬ 
ference  among  them.  See  Prop .  i . 

But  my  p relent  bulinefs  is  with  Parijh  Luna¬ 
tics ,  and  my  prefent  proof  mutt  refer  only  to 
their  feparate  cafe ;  which  was  humanely  con- 
fidered,  as  has  been  ihewn  already,  to  be  moil 
truely  deplorable,  becaufe,  lit.  There  was  no 
fpecinc  law  for  them ;  2d,  No  other  fupport 
than  what  a  thrifty  parilh- officer  could  pro¬ 
vide  ;  3d.  No  better  place  (fuppoling  the  of¬ 
ficer  not  thrifty)  than  a  common  W orkhoufe 
or  Houfe  of  Correction ;  no  proper  means  of 
accommodation,  attendance,  or  medical  ailift- 
ance  ;  and  that,  therefore,  an  hofpita!  found¬ 
ed  with  a  view  to  lupply  thefe  wants,  would 
be  the  beft  means  of  relieving  thefe  peculi¬ 
arly  pitiable  objects. 

I  beg  pardon  for  this  tedious  recapitulation, 
which  I  ufe  only  for  the  fake  of  prdfing  the 
motive  home  to  the  peculiar  cafe  of  thefe 
identical  paupers.  Unlefs,  therefore,  fome 
other  mode  of  relief  for  them  can  be  point¬ 
ed  out,  as  good  or  better  than  that  of  an 
hofpital,  I  hold  the  laudable  intention  of  the 
fubfcribers  to  be  fully  proved. 

PRO- 
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PROPOSITION  III. 

lTo  relieve  pari  [he  s  from  the  heavy  and  ex* 
penfive  burthen  of  maintaining  their  own  Lu¬ 
natic  Poor  is  defenfible . 

The  incapacity  of  Parifhes  to  relieve  their 
Lunatic  Poor  having  been  thus  proved,  this 
feems  alfo  to  require  little  difcuffion;  and  I 
fhall  only  remark  upon  it,  That  on  the  fup- 
poiition  that  a  gentleman  who  originally  fub- 
fcribed  to  this  charity,  might  have  put  the 
cafe  of  the  Lunatics  themfelves  entirely  out  of 
his  conlideration,  and,  having  landed  property, 
thought  he  did  well  in  promoting  a  fubfcrip- 
tion  for  an  hofpital,  which  might  be  a  means 
of  lowering  the  poor  rates  of  that  parilh  where 
this  property  lay,  he  cannot  be  arraigned  of  a 
want  of  prudence,  or  even  of  generofity,  in  fo 
doing.  For  the  expence  of  maintaining  a  Parilh 
Lunatic,  mull  frequently,  if  not  conftantly,  be 
much  greater  than  that  of  maintaining  an 
idiot,  bedridden,  difeafed,  or  incurable  parilli 
pauper,  not  afhicled  with  this  additional 
malady :  Such  as,  perhaps,  the  building  of 
a  particular  cell,  the  conftant  attendance  of  a 
keeper,  &c,  &c.  all  which  being  to  be  provided 
in  a  better  manner,  and  at  a  fmaller  expence 
in  an  hofpital,  particularly  fupported  for  that 
purpofe,  might  induce  the  gentleman, with  great 
propriety,  to  lubfcribe  to  fuch  charity,  though 
he  had  no  farther  motives  for  doing  fo  than 
thofe  which  1  have  fuppofed  :  And,  if  he  really 
had  no  other  than  thefe,  which  have  been  in- 
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Imitated  to  be  fo  felfilh  as  that  the  charitable 
£C  fpirit  of  a  man  muft  revolt  at  them/’  yet, 
he  will,  perhaps,  be  the  firft  to  condemn,  and 
with  ]uftice  too,  the  proceedings  of  any  indi¬ 
vidual,  or  body  of  men,  who,  acting  under  the 
lliadow  of  a  committee  or  general  meeting, 
may  promote,  or  even  connive  at,  proceedings 
which  tend  to  make  the  purpofe  for  which  he 
originally  fubfcribed  to  the  charity  inefficaci¬ 
ous.  And,  if  fuch  a  man  be  the  firft,  the  reft 
of  the  fubfcribers  ought,  in  juftice,  to  join  him 
in  condemning  any  perfon  or  perfons  whatever, 
who  have  prevented  his  charity  from  going  in 
the  channel,  in  which,  in  the  firft  reafon  given 
for  founding  the  hofpital,  he  was  allured  it 
fhould  go,  whatever  might  be  his  motive  for 
fubfcribing  to  it.  He  paid,  indeed,  his  money 
for  the  relief  of  his  parifti,  and  not  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  their  Lunatic  Pauper,  but,  knowing 
that  the  Lunatic  muft  be  relieved,  the  peculiar 
parilh  burthens,  incurred  in  the  cafe  of  Lunatic 
Paupers,  led  him  to  do  it;  and  thofe  expenfive 
burthens  juftifv  him  in  fo  doing.  I  am  ready 
to  admit  that  this  reafon  is  not  fo  laudable  as 
that  before  mentioned  :  Yet  it  is  a  reafon  which 
generally  operates  with  the  Subfcribers  to  Coun¬ 
ty  Infirmaries,  efpecially  when  they  live  near  to 
the  city  or  town  where  fuch  Infirmary  is  fitua- 
ted;  and  I  never  have  heard  it  called  blameable. 
Parilhes  alfo,  in  a  body,  by  their  Overfeers, 
Friendly  Societies,  and  Townftxips  are  frequent¬ 
ly  fubfcribers  to  fuch  inftitutions.  A  confider- 
ation,  this,  which  I  would  wifh  the  Reader  to 
keep  in  view,  as  it  tends  to  fhew,  that  none  of 
thefe  charitable  foundations  have  ever  thought 
of  adopting  that  diftincfion,  which  the  York 

Lunatic 
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Lunatic  Afylum  has*  relative  to  parochial  and 
other  poor  patients.  Though  not  fo  laudable, 
therefore,  his  action  is  at  the  leaft  defenhble. 


PROPOSITION  IV. 

j the  opinion  that  Lunatic  Parifli  Paupers  are 
LESS  the  objeB  of  the  public  charity  of  an  Afylum 
than  any  other  Lunatic  Paupers ,  is  fallacious* 

This  being  the  proportion  to  fupport  which 
the  former  were  chiefly  adduced  and  proved,  it 
may  be  neceffary  to  enlarge  fomewhat  more 
upon  it. 

There  is  no  fallacy  fo  difficult  of  detection 
as  that  which  has  interwoven  itfelf,  for  a 
length  of  time,  with  a  generally  received  truth. 
Yet,  like  ivy,  miffeltoe,  or  any  other  parafitical 
plant,  as  the  botanifts  call  them,  if  it  can  be 
lopped  off  from  the  Item  it  creeps  about  or 
roots  itfelf  in,  that  item  will  be  likely  to  thrive 
the  better  for  the  reparation.  I  fliall  proceed, 
therefore,  here  to  feparate  this  opinion  from 
that  truth  with  which  it  has  been  entangled, 
and  prove  it  fallacious  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner: 

The  ineflicacy  of  attempting  to  relieve  com¬ 
mon  Parifli  Paupers,  either  by  bequeft  or  other 
flmilar  gifts,  I  admit  in  general  as  a  truth. 

The  inefficacy  of  attempting  a  like  relief  to 
Lunatic  Pariih  Paupers,  I  deny  as  a  faifhood. 

The  reafon  why  1  admit  the  hrft  as  a  general 
truth  is,  th^it  to  relieve  the  common  Parifli  Pau¬ 
pers 
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pers,  is  to  relieve  the  more  opulent  men  of  the 
parilh,  and  to  reduce  their  poor  rates  without 
eflentially  affifting  the  indigent  individuals 
themfelves. 

The  reafon  why  I  deny  the  fecond  as  a  falf- 
hood,  is  that  the  firft,  fecond,  and  even  third 
Propofitions  prove  the  deplorable  hate  of  the 
Lunatic  poor  of  a  pariili  to  be  very  diiTimilar  to 
the  other,  and  that,  therefore,  the  inefficacy  of 
attempting  to  relieve  them  is  a  fallhood,  which, 
though  interwoven  with  a  truth,  ought  to  be 
carefully  feparated  from  it.  The  defenders  of 
this  fallacy  may,  if  they  pleafe,  accept  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fyllogifm  for  their  detence  till  they  can 
frame  a  better  : 

To  relieve  Parilh  Paupers  is  to  relieve  Parilhes: 
But  Parilh  Paupers  may  be  Lunatics  : 
Therefore,  to  relieve  Lunatic  Parilh  Paupers,  is 
to  relieve  Parilhes. 

To  which  I  will  only  oppofe  the  authority  of 
the  original  inftitution,  which  fays,  that  Parilh 
Paupers  who  are  Lunatics  ought  to  be  relieved, 
becaufe  a  thrifty  parilh-officer  cannot  relieve 
them  properly  and  that  in  as  much  as  there 
is  no  better  receptacle  for  them  than  a  Parilh, 
Workhoufe  or  Houfe  of  Correction,  where  their 
treatment  mull  neceffarily  be  improper,  an 
Hofpital  lhall  therefore  be  built  by  fubfcription, 
for  the  reception  of  fuch  unhappy  people.  Is 
this  then  no  relief  to  Lunatic  Pariili  Paupers,  or 
in  relieving  them,  is  it  only  a  relief  to  their  re- 
fpe ctive  Parilhes  ? 

On  thus  confronting  the  arguments,  the  ab- 
furdity  of  affirming  that  to  relieve  Parilh  Pau¬ 
pers  is  iiniverfally  to  relieve  Parilhes  only  will 

*  See  firft  advertifement  in  the  firft  Propofition. 

B  clearly 
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clearly  appear.  But  as  the  defender  or  abettors 
of  this  error,  will  not  eafily  be  put  to  filence  by 
confutation,  it  will  be  replied  to  me,  that, 
if  you  have  proved  Lunatic  Farifh  Paupers 
proper  objects  of  this  charity,  you  have  not 
proved  them  to  be  more  fo  than  perfons  of  low 
and  indigent  circumftances. 

My  firft  anfwer  to  this  is,  that,  the  Propofi- 
tion  does  not  go  fo  far. 

My  fecond,  that,  if  it  did,  it  would  be  capable 
of  proof ;  and  this,  from  the  much  worfe  fitua- 
tion  of  a  Lunatic  Parifh  Pauper  than  that  of  a 
common  Lunatic,  which  is  already  proved  ;* 
for  is  not  fuch  a  deplorable  object  likely  to  be 
taken  more  tender  care  of  by  a  needy  parent 
than  a  thrifty  parifh-officer  ?  Are  not  even  the 
pooreft  cottages  more  likely  to  afford  him  a 
quiet  refidence  than  a  public  Workhoufe  or 
Houfe  of  Correction  ?  Where  Lunacy  is  con¬ 
cerned,  it  is  the  cafe  of  the  individual  Lunatic, 
and  not  of  the  parifh- officer  or  parent,  that  is 
the  objeft  of  the  charity,  j-  Let  the  parifh 
or  parent  be  unable  to  maintain  him,  the  one 
for  want  of  proper  accommodation,  the  other 
for  want  of  pecuniary  affiftance;  is  he  lefs 
a  Lunatic  on  either  fuppofition  ?  Am  I  afked 
then  “  are  perfons  in  low  and  indigent  circum- 
<c  fiances,  who  have  a  Lunatic  to  maintain,  not 
to  be  preferred  in  this  charity  before  parifhes 
in  the  fame  fltuation?”  I  anfwer.  No!  be¬ 
am  fc  the  care  that  parifhes  can  give  to  fuch  an 
object  is  as  inadequate  to  his  accommodation, 
maintenance  and  cure,  as  the  care  of  relations, 
indigent  and  in  low  circumftances.  \  Were 

Parifhes 

*  Propofition  i  and  2.  f  Propofition  2. 

t  See  Propofition  I,  or  rather  the  original  advertifement, 
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Pariflies  under  a  legal  neceffity  to  relieve  their 
Lunatic  Paupers  to  the  extent  of  their  wants, 
to  afford  them  medical  affiftance,  and  other 
fuitable  accommodations,  in  this  cafe  the  re- 
verfe  might  poffibly  be  the  truth  ;  but  at  pre- 
fent,  unlefs  their  Lunacy  extend  to  outrage 
and  danger,  their  Parifhes  are  under  no  obliga¬ 
tion  to  maintain  them  but  as  ordinary  Paupers. 
Surely  I  am  now  releafed  from  the  trouble  of 
ufing  more  words  to  prove  this  Proportion 
true. 


PROPOSITION  V. 

l*he  Government  of  the  Jlfylum  has  hitherto 
■proceeded  on  that  principle  or  opinion  which  has 
juft  now  been  proved  fallacious , 

I  fhould  have  thought  it  neceffary  to  have 
had  recourfe  to  the  books  of  the  Afylum,  and 
to  have  taken  extracts  from  them,  in  order  to 
eftablifh  this  fadf,  if  the  Phyfician  to  that 
Hofpital  had  not  laid  me  under  a  particular 
obligation  to  him  for  faving  me  the  trouble, 
by  his  having  printed  a  plan  for  the  future 
management  of  it,  and  accompanied  that  plan 
with  farther  obfervations  ;  by  which  means  he 
has  furnifhed  me  with  documents,  amply  fuf- 
ficient  for  my  prefent  purpofe. 

In  the  plan  he  has  declared  himfelf  com 
vinced,  u  that,  at  no  time ,  the  payments  from 

cc  the 

where  Lunatics,  as  Lunatics,  whether  they  receive  pay  from  the 
parifli  or  not,  are  ftated  as  they  fhould  be  in  a  hate  of  equality. 
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44  the  Parifh  Poor  fhould  be  reduced,  as  under 
44  fuch  an  alteration  the  houfe  would  be  imme- 
44  diately,  and  moil  preffingiy,  filled  with  the 
44  loweft  and  meaneft  of  the  poor,  to  the  exclu- 
44  lion  of  thofe  of  a  middling  rank  and  in  low 
44  circumftances,  for  whom  the  Afyium  was 
44  principally  conjlrucled ,  and  its  government 
44  planned.”  And  again,  44  This  I  have  ever 
44  conftdered  as  the  fpirit  of  the  inftitution,  and 
44  I  have  invariably  conduced  it  upon  that 
44  plan.”  He  has  next  ufed  the  terms  of  per- 
fons  of  fuperior  condition,  and  of  affluent  cir¬ 
cumftances,  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  any 
of  the  reafons  firft  given  for  promoting  the 
original  fubfcription,  no  other  denomination  of 
patients  being  there  to  be  found  fave  that  of 
parijh  Lunatics,  poor  Lunatics,  and  Lunatics  in 
low ,  middling ,  or  moderate  circumftances. 

In  the  fubiequent  letter,  written  in  farther 
explanation  of  this  plan,  he  has  faid  what  al¬ 
ready  has  been  quoted,*  and  has  added  44  that 
44  to  perfons  in  low  circumftances  or  in  a  mid- 
44  dling  rank  of  life  the  York  Afyium  has  been 
44  a  charity  indeed1.”  whence  I  might  infer,  that 
to  Parifh  Lunatics  it  has  been  no  charity  in¬ 
deed  !  but  I  withhold  the  inference  :  My  pre- 
fent  bufmefs  being  only  to  prove  that  he  has 
made  a  diftinfHon  which  the  original  intention 
of  the  inftitution  will  not  juftify. 

Again,  he  has  faid,  44  the  charitable  fpirit  of  a 
44  man  revolts  when  thole  fufferers”  (viz.  per- 
fons  in  low  and  indigent  circumftances)  44  are 
44  to  have  their  expences  increafed,  becaufe 
*4  parifties  are  to  be  relieved.” 

Laftly,  he  has  condefcended  to  admit,  44  that 


*  See  Propofition  2. 
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44  fhould  the  fund  of  the  Afyium  increafe  mucli 
44  beyond  its  expenditure,  then  let  parifhes  be  re- 
44  lieved;  but,  till  then,  let  the  real  poor  experi- 
44  ence  the  full  effe<T  of  this  charity.”  From 
hence  I  might  aifo  infer,  that  the  Parifli  Lunatic 
is  not  a  real  pauper,  but  though  the  term  is 
thus  fhifted  from  him  to  the  parifh,  vet  the  reader 
will  now  of  himfelf  readily  fet  that  matter  right; 
and  to  draw  inferences,  I  have  already  laid, 
would  be  here  out  of  place. 

Thefe  quotations  being  in  his  own  identical 
words,  and  fully  exprefiive  of  his  own  meaning, 
it  would  be  very  difingenuous  to  fuppofe  that 
he  intended, by  them,  to  contradict  that  opinion, 
on  which  the  Government  of  the  Afyium  has 
hitherto  proceeded,  and  on  which  he  willies  it 
fiill  to  proceed.  Fie  certainly  did  not  mean  it. 
That  opinion  has,  by  the  former  Proportion, 
been  proved  to  be  fallacious.  lie  fpeaks  the 
fenfe  of  the  Government  of  the  Afyium. 
This  truth,  therefore,  is  proved  without  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  having  recourfe  to  the  orders,  &c.  in¬ 
ferred  in  the  Flofpital  books. 


PROPOSITION  VI. 

Phe  prefent  weekly  payment  required  of 
Parifhes  for  their  r  effective  hnnatic  Poor  has 
hitherto  operated ,  and ,  if  not  leffened ,  mujl  for 
ever  operate ,  to  the  exchfwn  of  thofe  miferable 
objeBs  from  the  common  benefit  intended  them  by 
the  original  infiitution  of  the  charity . 

It  has  already  been  more  than  fufficiently 

proved, 
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proved,  that  Lunatic  Parifh  Paupers  were  the 
primary  object  of  the  charity  :*  It  has  alfo 
been  Ihewn,  with  the  fame  force  of  argu¬ 
ment,  that  they  were  at  leaf:  equal,  if  not 
greater,  objects  of  it  than  any  other  infane  per- 
fons,j-  and  that  to  relieve  Parities  from  the 
great  burthen  of  maintaining  them,  was  a  mo¬ 
tive,  in  itfelf,  defenfibie.J  Now  if  the  expence 
to  Parifhes,  on  fending  their  infane  poor  to  this 
Hofpital,  may,  in  many  cafes,  exceed  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  maintaining  a  common  pauper  of  fane 
mind  at  home,  (however  difeafed  in  body)  in 
a  twofold  or  threefold  proportion,  is  it  likely 
that  a  thrifty  parifh  officer  ffiould  ever  volun¬ 
tarily  expend  inch  an  additional  fum  ?  Will  he 
not  rather  defer  advancing  it  to  the  lafi:  poffible 
moment  ?  And  having  no  proper  means  of  ac¬ 
commodation,  attendance,  or  medical  affiftance, 
may  he  not  protra<ft  his  ftay  in  the  Workhoufe 
till  that  dreadful  diforder  has,  by  time,  increafed 
fo  as  to  become  incurable;  which,  if  properly 
attended  to  at  its  firft  fymptoms, might, perhaps, 
have  been  perfectly  cured.  §  But  break  we  off 
from  this  hypothetical,  yet  furely  probable  mode 
of  reafoning,  and  let  us  confirm  the  truth  of  the 
Propofition  by  the  following  fhort  matter  of 
fa<ft,  viz.  That  at  this  prefent  moment,  after 
a  feries  of  ten  years,  during  which  time  the 
Afylurn  has  opened  its  arms  to  embrace  every 
Infane  perfon  in  the  kingdom ,  there  are  now  only 

*  See  Propofition  i,  3. 
f  See  Propofition  4.  f  Propofition  3, 

'§  It  is  my  own  opinion,  that  recent  Lunacy  Lands  moft  in  need 
of  medical  affiftance,  and  that  it  is  very  feldom  cured  by  fucfi 
affiftance  when  it  is  confirmed  or  of  long  duration  ;  but  this  I 
bumbly  fujjmit  to  the  better  judgment  of  the  faculty. 

five 
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free  confefledly  Parifli  Paupers  on  the  Calendar :* 
A  name  which,  when  given  to  fuch  a  lift,  has 
certainly  peculiar  propriety  with  refpetft  to 
thofe  culprits,  who  ftand  convicted  of  the 
unpardonable  crime  of  being  Parifli  Lunatics, 
who  rob  the  low  and  indigent  of  their  more 
material  relief,  and  are  themfelves  the  loweft; 
and  meaneft  mad  paupers  in  the  kingdom. 

Were  the  books  of  the  Afylum  examined, 
and  the  whole  number  of  names  of  perfons  un¬ 
der  this  predicament,  who  have  been  admitted 
from  the  beginning,  afeertained,  this  argument 
might,  perhaps,  be  ftrengthened  by  it ;  but  I 
think  it  ftrong  enough  to  fupport  itfelf.  But 
when  we  are  told,  that  lowering  the  terms  of 
admiflion  would  ferve  to  introduce  the  loweft 
and  meaneft  of  the  poor,  it  will  follow,  that  the 
prefent  weekly  payments  are  exacted  with  a 
view  to  their  exclufton,  which  is  the  point  to 
be  proved. 

%  It  may  be  here  necefiary  to  obferve,  that  an  advertifement 
was  inferred  in  the  York  Courant,  dated  Sept.  22,  -1772,  directed 
44  to  all  the  Conftables,  Churchwardens,  and  Overfeers  of  the 
44  Poor,  within  the  county  or  precinct  of  Yorkf  and  requeuing 
44  fome  one  of  them  to  tranfmit  on  or  before  the  9th  of  the  fol- 
44  lowing  November,  an  account  of  the  number  of  perfons  who 
44  by  Lunacy  or  otherwife  were  then  furioufly  mad  within,  be- 
44  longing  to,  claiming  fettlement  in,  or  becoming  chargeable  to» 
44  their  refpeCtive  Townfhips,  Parifhes,  &c.  &c.  and  proper  ob- 
44  je&s  to  be  fentto  an  Hofpital,  if  erected  and  endowed.”  The 
purpofe  of  making  and  publifhing  this  requeft  is  in  the  fame  ad¬ 
vertifement  declared  to  be  44  in  order  to  form  a  better  judgment 
44  of  the  real  utility  of  fuch  a  charity  in  this  county,  or  fpacionf 
44  nefs  of  fuch  an  edifice,  if  necefiary  to  beere&ed.”  By  a  fubie- 
quent  advertifement,  dated  Nov.  9,  1772,  it  appears  that  44  the 
44  number  of  Lunatics  returned  in  the  county  of  York,  exceeded 
44  what  was  imagined. ”  If,  therefore,  the  number  of  Parifli  Lu¬ 
natics  within  the  County  only,  was  at  that  time  fo  great  as  to 
exceed  expectation,  what  fhall  we  fay  to  the  fubfequent  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Hofpital,  when  44  confined  to  no  diftriCt  and  extend- 
44  ing  its  arms  to  every  quarter  of  his  Majefty’s  dominions, ”  fi<vc 
individuals  only  of  this  defeription  at  the  prefent  time  reap  any 
benefit  from  a  Charity  originally  fo  well  intended. 


PRO- 
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PROPOSITION  VII. 

T )  enable  Parijhes ,  by  Gift  or  Contribution , 
//>  :;/677'  than  the  Law  will  oblige  them  to > 

cr  /./?g  'J  vjlices  of  the  Peace ,  at  their  diferetion , 
<iyill  levy  upon  them ,  A  no  fraud . 

I  ufe  the  word  fraud  here,  becaufe  it  has  been 
in  my  hearing,  ufed  on  this  very  queftion :  But 
left  my  veracity  fhould  be  doubted  on  the 
point,  I  will  only  reafori  upon  it  as  I  did  in  the 
third  Propolition,  and  prove  fuch  affiftance 
defeniible.  And,  to  do  fo,  I  will  put  the  follow¬ 
ing  cafe :  A  is  a  parifh  Lunatic,  whom  B,  the 
^Squire  of  the  Parilh,  thinks  might  be  cured, 
or,  if  a  dangerous  Lunatic,  ought  to  be  confined; 
C  C,  the  Overfeers  of  the  Poor,  do  not  chufe 
to  be  at  the  expence  of  fending  him  to  the 
Afylum  ;  B  offers  to  affift  them,  either  out  of 
his  own  purfe,  or  by  railing  a  contribution 
among  his  neighbours,  on  condition  they  fliall 
pay  two  or  three  {hillings  weekly  to  the  Afy¬ 
lum,  and  that  the  remaining  weekly  expence 
^  f;  all  be  defrayed  in  the  manner  above  fpecified. 
In  this  cafe  A  is  taken  out  of  the  Workhoufe, 
and  fent  to  the  Afylum,  C  C  are  no  further 
ourthened  with  him  than  they  would  be  if  the 

4 

Lunatic  were  only  a  common  pauper,  Muft  I, 
after  this,  prove  B  either  not  fraudulent,  or  not 
defenfible  ? 


PRO- 
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'  PROPOSITION  VIII. 

e  ,  J  T 

1-  -- V.-  *»  •  •  -?*•*■  >  -  *  ’  M  A,  ; 

,  ?  '  '  •  v  f  •  ;  '  rj  ^  '  ;  '  *  ,  '  “  '  r'f  ' 

In  whatever  cafe  it  can  be  difcovered  that 
either  Parijh  Lunatic  Paupers ,  or  thofe  in  low 
and  indigent  dircumf  ances  are  maintained  in  the 
Afylum ,  either  by  individuals  in  good  circum- 
Jlances  or  by  charitable  contributions ,  the  weekly 
pay  of  thefe  Patients ,  though  under  different  de¬ 
nominations /(9  &  precifely  the  fame. 

It  has  been,  faid  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  this 
queftion,  44  Let  not  pariflies  be  relieved  till  thofe 
64  who  are  real  poor  experience  the  full  effects 
64  of  this  charity  But  it  has  been  fhewn  in 
the  foregoing  cafe,  that  pariflies  may  be  affifled 
to  relieve  their  paupers,  without  fpecifically 
being  relieved  themfelves,  as  an  aggregate  body 
of  men.  So  far,  therefore,  as  an  individual  or 
a  contribution  relieves  the  Lunatic,  he  is  to  be 
confidered  as  not  belonging  to  the  parifh,  but 
only  as  a  low  and  indigent  Lunatic  perfon. 

But,  let  it  alfo  be  confidered,  that  there  may 
be  a  cafe  or  cafes,  in  which  a  perfon  in  this 
latter  predicament,  who  has  never  received  pay 
from  any  Parifh,  may  be  fent  to  the  Afylum 
with  affiftance,  exactly  like  that  of  the  Farifli 
Lunatic,  are  they  not  then  to  be  confidered 
in  fimilar  circumftances,  except  indeed  that  the 
parifh  in  the  one  cafe,  pays  its  legal  quotatowards 
his  maintenance  ?  But  is  this  a  difference  wor¬ 
thy  of  confideration  ?  Let  thofe  who  think  fo,  re¬ 
turn  back  to  the  ad  Proportion :  To  prove  this 

G  ‘  ftill 
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Hill  more  fully,  I  will  produce  the  following 
fact : 

It  was  faid  in  a  late  vindication  of  the  plan 
before  quoted,  that  the  wife  of  a  poor  Curate 
Hands  now  on  the  Afylum  books,  at  the  weekly 
pay  of  four  Ihillings.  My  reflection  on  firH 
reading  this,  was,  that  I  would  wifh  it  were 
lefs,  and  I  have  fince  found  that  fome  other 
perfons  have  not  only  reflected,  but  a<Hed  on 
that  reflexion.  I  meant  to  have  done  fo  too,  but 
HrH  thought  it  prudent  to  fend  to  Mr.  EaHburn 
the  Secretary,  to  know  the  name  and  circum- 
Hances  of  this  poor  Curate.  The  name  was 
Mven  me,  and  for  the  circumHances  I  was  re~ 
ferred  to  a  very  refpectable  Clergyman  in  Y ork, 
by  whom  the  payments  for  the  patient  in 
queHion,  were  regularly  and  quarterly  paid. 
He  gave  me  an  excellent  character  of  the  huf- 
band,  but  could  not  as  a  certainty  tell  me,  whe¬ 
ther  he  was  in  any  manner  afllHed  on  this  oc- 
cafion.  As  that  was  the  principal  point  to  which 
my  enquiries  tended,  I  defired  him  to  write  to 
him  for  the  purpofe.  He  did  fo  immediately, 
and  from  his  anfwer  which  I  have  lately  feen, 
and  which  in  the  plaineH  and  fimpleH  manner 
exhibits  his  poverty,  gratitude,  goodfenfe,  and 
humanity,  I  learn  that  he  has  been  for  the  mojl 
fart,  affiHed  by  the  gentlemen,  &c.  of  his  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  in  Hampfhire  ;  that  of  their  cha¬ 
rity  he  has  now  ten  pounds  in  bank,  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  wife,  and  that  having  fome 
expectation  next  fummer  of  poffeffing  a  lit¬ 
tle  eHate  of  about  aol.  per  annum,  he  hopes 
to  be  able  to  bear  the  expence  himfelf ;  he  re- 

v  _  *  i 

*  See  ProjMtion.  ^ 
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turns  his  fincereft  thanks  to  the  Governors  of 
the  Afylum,  for  the  indulgence  they  have  fhewn 
him,  in  taking  off  another  weekly  fhilling  in 
their  lafl  quarterly  bill,  which  I  find  is  dated 
York,  January  14,  1788,  juft  nine  days  after  the 
Phyftcian  had  made  this  charitable  indulgence 
of  the  Governors,  for  the  fupport  of  his  own 
caufe,  firft  public*  An  anecdote  which  to  the 
attentive  reader,  may  perhaps  feem  fomewhat 
remarkable.  . 

But, to  apply  this  cafe  to  the  proof  of  the  Pro¬ 
portion, which  can  only  be  done  by  comparifon, 
I  allow  it  to  be  truly  pitiable,  and  whether  by 
contribution,  or  otherwife, worthy  of  relief;  but 
is  that  of  the  Parifh  Lunatic  lefs  fo  ?  the  Curate’s 
wife  and  this  other  perfon  are  both  Lunatics  ; 
neither  of  them  can  be  fupported  but  by  greater 
benevolence  than  the  parifh  will  fhew  or  the 
Curate  can  provide,  and  both  are  actually  fup¬ 
ported  for  the  moft  part  by  fuch  benevolence. 
The  perfons  who  contribute  are  in  affluent  cir- 
cumftances,  both  in  the  real,  and  the  fuppofed 
cafe,  neither  the  Curate  or  the  Parifh  are  fo 
burthened  as  to  exclude  the  patients:*  The 
weekly  pay,  therefore,  of  thefe  differently  de¬ 
nominated  Lunatics,  ought  to  be  precifely  the 
fame,  f 

C  2  Having 

*  My  Orphan  Lunatic,  mentioned  in  the  preface,  is  a  cafe 
Itridtly  fimilar. 

•f  It  may  poffibly  be  objefted,  that  the  ftate  of  the  Parifh  Lu¬ 
natic  is  preferable  to  that  of  the  Individual  in  low  and  indigent 
Circumftances,  inafmuch  as  the  parifh  is  compelled  by  law  to 
contribute  to  his  maintenance ,  though  not  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
fecure  the  benefit  of  attendance  and  medical  affiftance  fuitable  to 
his  peculiarly  unhappy  fituation  ;  whereas  the  individual  may 
find  it  difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  to  raife  a  weekly  fum  equal  to 
what  is  allowed  by  the  parifh  officer,  and,  confequently,  require  a 
greater  contribution  from  the  truly  humane  than  the  former  ; 
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Having  now  broil  glit  my  proofs  to  fuch  a  point 
as  determines  the  diflin&ion  that  has  been  made 
between  Lunatic  Parifli  Paupers  and  other  Lu¬ 
natic  Poor,  to  be  worfe  than  nugatory,  becaufe 
fubverfive  of  the  original  intention  of  the  cha¬ 
rity,  I  might  here  drop  the  pen,  which  has 
done  all  that  I  pledged  myfelf  to  the  public  it 
fhould  do ;  efpecially  as  I  am  even  now  not 
without  fome  glimpfe  of  hope,  that,  if  the 
Governors  (who,  it  is  faid,  at  the  next  general 
meeting,  are  to  determine  on  this  important 
matter)  do  me  the  honour  to  give  what  1  have 
already  written,  a  previous  reading,  thev  will 
not,  as  matter  of  mere  compliment  afford  the 
Phyfician5s  projected  Plan,fo  far  at.  leak  asParifh 
Lunatics  are  concerned  in  it,  their  hearty  fanc- 
tion.  Yet,  as  I  am  well  aware  that  many 
fpecious  arguments  have  been, and  may  be  again 
brought  forward  to  vindicate  the  meafure ; 

I  have,  in  my  own  mind,  weighed  their  nature 
and  tendency,  and  think  they  may  all  be  re¬ 
duced  to  three  kinds :  i.  Arguments  drawn 
from  Precedent— idly,  From  NecefTity— 3dly, 
FromExpediency.  Of  thefe  fuch  as  have  hither¬ 
to  occurred  to  me,  or  feem  likely  hereafter  to 
occur,  I  {hail  here  take  notice  of  in  their  order, 

To  which  I  anfwer,  that  although  it  pofiibly  may  be  true  in  fome 
few  inttances,  yet  it  is  not  fufficient  to  eftabliih  of  itfelf  a  general 
rule;  but  I  with  the  reader  to  have  recourfe  to  what  was  admit¬ 
ted  as  a  general  truth  in  Propofition  4,  and  he  will  there  find, 
that  the  profpett  of  the  Parijh  Pauper,  merely  as  fuch,  receiving 
additional  contributions,  is  very  fmall  indeed,  when  compared 
with  that  of  the  individual  unrelieved  by  any  Parifli. 


and 
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and  tins  to  avoid  all  future  trouble  of  replica* 
tion  and  rejoinder. 

i.  As  an  argument  from  Precedent,  it  has 
been  faid  in  a  newfpaper  paragraph,  “  A  cor- 
“  refpondent,  who  has  lately  vifited  St.  Luke’s 
tc  Hofpital  in  London,  informs  us,  that  no 
ci  Patients  are  there  kept  longer  than  one  year; 
£t  after  which,  if  not  cured,  they  are  either 
“  turned  out,  or  put  upon  the  incurable  fund, at 
“  five  fhillings  per  week,  where  they  are  kept 
44  during  life.  By  a  late  regulation  of  that 
cc  charity,  pariili  poor  are  not  permitted  to  re- 
iS  ceive,  as  formerly,  the  benefit  of  the  incurable 
£C  fund,  it  being  now  the  intention  of  the 
“  Governors  to  beftow  it  only  upon  thofe  who 

are  in  low  circumflances,  and  who  pay  for 
cc  themfelves.  Our  correfpondent  calls  this  a 
£C  fenfible  and  humane  alteration. 99 

Here,  then,  we  fee  the  prefent  government  of 
St.  Luke’s  Hofpital  produced  as  an  argument 
againft  what,  it  was  fufpeHed  might  be  faid, 
ought  to  be  the  government  of  theYorkLunatic 
Hofpital.  But  to  give  any  rational  efficacy  to 
this  and  every  other  argument  of  the  kind,  it 
muff  be  firft  {hewn,  .that  the  inftitutions  intend¬ 
ed  to  be  brought  into  competition  are  precifely 
fimiiar;  and  even  if  this  cam  be  done,  what  will 
be  the  refult?  Will  any  of  the  foregoing  Pro¬ 
portions  be  the  lefs  true,becaufe  any  other  Hofpi¬ 
tal  or  Hofpitals  have  aHed  on  different  princi¬ 
ples  ?  And,  in  faying  this,  I  do  not  think  that  I 
impeach  the  fagacity  by  which  any  of  thefe 
Hofpitals  is  governed.  I  can  eafily  conceive, 
though  I  cannot  point  them  out,  many  difcri- 
minations  that  mav  arife  from  fituation,  infli- 
tution,  finances,  and  even  charter.  All  that  I 
pretend  to  know  is,  the  original  inftitution  of 
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the  York  Hofpital,  founded  by  fubfcription ;  to 
that  only  my  reafonings  are  meant  to  apply,  and 
I  am  convinced,  that  no  arguments, drawn  from 
the  precedents  of  otherHofpitals,  can  in  any  fort 
affe<ff  their  application.  Were  a  thou  fan  d, 
therefore,  to  be  produced,  inftead  of  this  tingle 
one,  I  fhould  difmifs  them  all  in  the  large,  as 
foreign  to  the  queffion. 

2.  But  arguments  drawn  from  Neceffitv  re¬ 
quire  a  different  treatment,  and  fhall  have  a 
more  minute  confideration.  They  muff,  how¬ 
ever,  on  this  fubject,  neceffarily  have  their 
foundation  on  one,  ever  to  be  condemned, 
Error  in  principle* ,  I  mean  that  inordinate  Wafte 
of  the  Public  Money,  which  was  incurred  by 
thepurchafe  of  the  ground,  and  that  ftill  more 
enormous  expence  of  the  Edifice  itfelf,  in  which 
fplendour  and  off entation  were  aimed  at,  where 
convenience  and  privacy  ought  only  to  have 
been  confulted;  and  a  manfion,  which,  out  of 
compaffion  to  the  unhappy  inmates  and  their 
friends,  ought  to  have  been  veiled  by  a  per¬ 
petual  fliade,  was  taught  to  perk  itfelf  up  with 
all  the  effrontery  of  the  villa  of  a  Nabobs  For 

*  The  fituation  chofen  was  ftill  more  obje&ionable  than  any 
other  of  thofe  original  errors.  Ground,  I  am  well  informed, 
might  have  been  purehafed,  which  lay  conveniently  near  the 
County  Infirmary,  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  was  given  for 
that  on  which  the  Lunatic  Afylum  now  ftands.  Proximity  of 
place  was  furely  devoutly  to  be  wifhed,  with  regard  to  the  two 
buildings  ;  when  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  (1  write,  according  to 
the  original  notion,  in  the  plural  number)  who  had,  from  the  firft 
opening  of  the  Infirmary,  attended  there  gratis,  might  reasonably 
be  expe&ed  to  give  the  Lunatic  Hofpital  the  fame  gratuitous  at¬ 
tention  :  The  prefent  great  and  inconvenient  diftance  of  the 
Hofpitals  muft  ever  be  fome  obftacle  to  this,  and,  we  know,  it 
was  particularly  fo  at  the  firft  ;  for  when  the  prefent  Phvfician 
took  it  under  his  immediate  direction,  he  found  it  convenient  to 
withdraw  his  medical  afiiftance  from  the  Infirmary,  by  which 
that  charity  fuftained  a  lofs  which  it  has  ftill  to  deplore. 

this 


this  goodly  purpofe  the  original  fubfcription, 
which  was  no  lefs  than  5  6  90k  Was  fo  far  exh  luff¬ 
ed,  that  the  fund  was  not  then  able  to  fmifli 
and  furnifh  the  houfe  within,  which  it  had  made 
fo  unneceffarily  pompous  without.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  fupplies  Necefiity  with  her  firft  argument, 
and  affords  her  premifes  on  which  fhe  may 
argue  very  juftly,  that  it  was  impoffible,  under 
fuch  circumftances,  for  the  Governors  to  admit 
any,  even  the  pooreft  patients,  without  a  week¬ 
ly  payment,  which  might  fufficiently  maintain 
them.  To  this  the  fublcribers  iilentlv  affented, 
and  however  indignant  many  of  them  might  juft¬ 
ly  have  been  at  the  wretched  wafte  of  their  fub¬ 
fcription  money,  yet,  finding  the  evil  without  im¬ 
mediate  redrefs,  they  waited  patiently  till  frefh 
contributions  fhouid  come  in,  either  by  legacy 
or  donation,  which  might  furnifh  fuch  a  fund  as 
would  make  the  building  not,  what  it  was  now, 
a- place  of  Lodging  and  Boarding,  but  an  Hofpital 
in  the  juft  and  ufual  fenfe  of  the  term ;  an 
Hofpital,  fo  far  as  its  circumftances  would  ad¬ 
mit,  fuch  as  the  County  Infirmary  had  for  years 
been,  where  patients  were,  except  a  fmall  de- 
pofit  in  cafe  of  burial,  admitted  gratis^  and  where 
Phyficians  and  Surgeons  alfo  attended  gratis . 
Nor  was  the  prefs  idle  in  flattering  them  into 
fuch  a  future  hope,  though  at  the  fame  time  it 
tacitly  (if  the  prefs  can  ever  be  faid  to  do  any 
thing  tacitly)  laid  a  foundation  for  that  very 
different  Thing  from  an  Hofpital,  to  which  the 
building  was,  when  matters  were  ripe  for  it,  in¬ 
tended  to  be  rnetam orpho fed .  *  F or  this  purpofe 
it  was  faid  in  the  account  publifhed  May  1777, 
as  a  matter  proper  to  remark,  44  That  no  PhyiL 
.dan  or  Surgeon  will  receive  either,  fee  or  re?* 

g'*  See  Proportion  i„,  ^ 

-  44  ward 
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44  ward,  as  long  as  the  Hofpital  continues  to  re- 
44  ceive  only  Paupers  or  perfons  in  low  and  in- 
44  digent  circumftances,  agreeable  to  the  original 
44  delign  of  this  charity.”  Here  a  foundation 
was  laid  for  receiving  fees  and  rewards  when 
the  Hofpital  fliould  receive  affluent  patients,  not 
agreeable  to  the  original  delign  of  this  charity. 
But  to  return  from  what,  however  pertinent, 
may  perhaps  be  deemed  a  digreffion,  I  anfwer 
this  palmary  argument,  drawn  from  Necefflty 
in  the  following  manner. 

I  allow  it  to  be  very  true  that  the  Hofpital 
could  not  admit  patients  at  the  time  fpepried 
without  making  them  pay  not  only  for  their 
board,  lodging,  and  walking,  but  even,  for 
their  very  medicines.  Yet  does  it,  or  can  it 
from  hence  follow,  that  they  mull  continue  luch 
payment  for  ever  ?  'No  furely,  fays  Necefflty,  it 
is  not  meant  that  they  Ihould ;  for,  Parifh  Pam 
64  pers  only  excepted,  Perfons  of  indigent  cir- 
44  cumftances  have  found  the  Afylum  a  charity 
44  indeed!”  Their  pay  has  been  in  fome  cafes 
greatly  lowered ;  three,  even  fo  low  as  four 
Ihillings  per  week :  But  to  lower  them  much 
more  will  be  impracticable,  becaufe  this  cha¬ 
rity  is  an  eftabiifhment  without  a  fund.*  Here 
Necefflty  ft  arts  a  new  argument,  which  I  ihould 
be  at  a  lots  to  anfwer,  did  not  the  paper  from 
which  I  collect  it,  inform  me,  that  the  Friends 
of  the  patients  44  pay  a  weekly  fum  fuitable 
44  to  their  abilities,  by  which  means  the  in- 
44  digent  are  relieved  at  the  expence  of  the 
44  affluent.”  Are  they  fo?  What,  then,  can  this 
foperabundant  expence  of  the  affluent  be  deem- 

j, ed 

i 

*  See  the  original  account  of  the  Afylum  for  laft  year,  pub* 
lifl'ied  January  r,  1788,  which  calls  that  charity  exprefsly  “  An 
44  Eftabiiihment  without  a  Fund” 


{  25  ) 

ed  other  than  a  fund  (a  precarious  one  indeed! ) 
for  the  relief  of  the  indigent  ?  Y et  precarious  as  it 
may  be,  it  is  even  now  deemed  fufficient  (if  only 
thole  reafonable  fees  which  the  Phyiician  has 
been  requefted  to  receive,  be  added  to  it)  not 
only  to  pay  two  annual  falaries,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  three  hundred  pounds, but  alfo  fuf¬ 
ficient  to  relieve  all  indigent  paupers,  that  are 
at  prefent,  or  may  in  future  become  objects  of 
the  charity,  Parifh  Lunatics  always  only  ex¬ 
cepted.  How  different  from  this  dodlrine  is 
that  which  was  held  out  only  five  years  ago  in 
an  advertifement  prefixed  to  a  fermon  preached 
for  the  benefit  of  the  charity,  by  a  relation  of 
the  Phyfician’s,  and  who  can  hardly  be  lup- 
pofed  to  have  written  it  himfelf,  or  have  print¬ 
ed  it  without  the  PhyficiarPs  immediate  appro¬ 
bation.*  In  this  we  find  it  declared,  “  that  the 
“  Y ork  Lunatic  Afylum  was  erected  with  a  view 
“  to  difcourage  the  lower  kind  of  madhoufesd’f 

D  (For 

*  A  fermon  preached  in  1782,  at  St.  Michael  Le  Belfrey,  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Dealtry. 

f  And  yet,  when  to  difcourage  the  lower  kind  of  Private 
Madhoufcs  was  here  declared  to  be  the  purpofe  of  this  inftitu- 
tion,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  note,  that  only  two  years  after,  about 
the  end  of  1784,  a  certain  perfon,  by  name  Matthew  Wilcoxon, 
was  difcharged  the  houfe,in  which  be  had  for  abouteight  years  been 
a  molt  ufeful  fervant.  This  refpectable  old  man  had,  for  many 
years  before,  been  in  that  way  of  bufinefs  ;  he  had  feen  much  of 
the  practice  of  Bethlehem  Hofpital,  had  acted  under  Dr.  Monro, 
and  was  polleft  of  many  of  his  prefcriptions,  and  for  his  com¬ 
petent  Ikil!,  at  leait  in  common  cafes,  and  Hill  more  for  his 
great  care  and  humanity,  was  patronized  by  Dr.  Dealtry 
himfelf,  who  conftantly  recommended  him,  when  lunatic  cafes 
came  before  him,  even  to  perfons  of  condition.  When  the  Afy¬ 
lum  was  nearly  finifhed,  this  man  was  confuted  concerning  it, 
and,  after  rectifying  many  miftakes  in  the  building,  brought  his 
own  patients  into  it,  and,  relinquishing  his  own  private  houfe, 
became  principal  manager,  keeper,  nay,  and  apothecary  too  (at 
leaft  oecafionally)  for  the  fmall  annual  falary  of  40I.  Yet,  at  or 
about  this  very  time,  he  was  difmified j  and  how  difmiffed?  With 

a 
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''For  to  rival  the  higher  was  then,  though  per¬ 
haps  in  contemplation,  not  ripe  for  avowal.*) 
It  is  further  faid,  “  that  the  prefent  expence  to 
each  patient  is  eight  fhillings  per  week,  but  as 
foon  as  a  fund  can  be  raifed  by  the  liberality 
of  the  public,  the  payment  will  be  lowered.5* 
It  is  plain,  from  hence,  that  a  fund  was  at  leaft 
to  be  hoped  for  at  that  period  ;  and  it  is  plain, 
on  the  very  principles  of  the  Phyfician’s  plan, 
that  fuch  a  fund  is  now  actually  obtained.  A 
fund,  from  whatever  fource  it  arifes,  is  ftill  a 
fund ;  and  that,  furely,  which  can  afford  to  pay 
three  hundred  pounds  in  falaries,  to  two  per- 
fons  only,  cannot  be  deemed  inconfiderable. 
But  to  extinguifh  this  objection  at  once :  The 
Fhyfician  himfelf  has  repeatedly  called  this  iden¬ 
tical  fource  a  fund,  j-  The  fact  is,  that  this  charity 
(fuppofmg  it  to  be  at  firft  eftablifhed  without  a 

fund, 

a  penfion  of  20!.  perannam  for  life,  and  with  leave  to  take  with  him 
inch  of  his  own  patients  as  then  remained  in  the  houfe.  He  is  now 
in  his  77th  year,  but  in  the  full  vigor  of  all  his  faculties,  and  except 
a  natural  diminution  of  bodily  ftrength,  as  competent  to  iuper- 
intend  fuch  an  Hofpital  as  ever.  He  ftill,  in  the  fuburbs  of  York, 
keeps  a  few  patients,  as  many  as  his  neat  but  fmall  cottage  will 
permit  him  to  keep,  and  in  the  greateft  order  and  decency. 
Many  remarks  might  be  made  on  this  anecdote,  but  I  only  pro- 
pofe  this  fingle  queflion  ;  Was  his  djfmiffion  the  beft  way  of  dif- 
couraging  Private  Madhoufes  ? 

*  It  was  not  till  the  year  1784  that  this  avowal  was  made,  and 
then  in  terms  properly  cautious.  In  the  order  itfelf,  perfons  of 
better  condition  were  put  in  oppolition  to  perfons  of  low  con¬ 
dition  ;  when  "m  fad  the  door  was  opened  to  real  affluent  patients, 
which  as  the  Phylician  remarks,  was  a  humane  though  not  quite 
equitable  idea,  becaufe  for  a  whole  year  after  fuch  a  change,  no 
fees  could  as  of  right  be  taken  from  perfons  of  this  defeription; 
this  matter  was  however  adjufted  at  the  next  General  Meeting, 
lince  which  fees  and  funds  may,  if  they  pleafe,  play  into  one 
anothers  hands,  and  equity  and, humanity  overlook  the  game. 

-j~  “  In  return  for  the  abolition  of  fees,  I  advifed,  that  the  pay- 
“  ment  of  the  affluent  patients  fflould  be  increafed  for  the  hene- 
*(  fit  of  the  general  fund — and  from  the  fund  thus  conftituted, 
“  I  recommended  an  equitable  and  determinate  fum,  to  .be  given 
“  to  the  Fhyfician  for  his  care  and  attention.”  See  Dr.  H.*a 
letter  to  the  Governors  of  the  Lunatic  Afylum,  Jan.  5, 
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fund,  which  is  contrary  to  what  the  original 
fubfcribers  expefted  it  would  be,  who  furely 
did  not  fubfcribe  for  a  mere  building)  has  now 
in  poffeffion  three  different  funds;  one  confift- 
ing  of  money  funded  ;  another  of  the  joint  do¬ 
nations  of  the  late  Dowager  Lady  Gower,  and 
Mrs.  Bourchier  ;  j-  and  a  third  arifing  from  the 
fees  and  weekly  payments  of  the  affluent  already 
fpecified,  befides  what  is  in  Bankers  hands  for 
additional  buildings.  As  to  the  incorporation  and 
future  direction  of  thefe  three  funds,  are  they 
not  written  in  the  plan  and  letters  of  the  Phy- 
iician  ?  to  which  I  refer  fuch  of  my  readers  as 

D  2  may 

•\  Some  of  my  'readers',  particularly  thofe  who  have  ftudied  the 
Phyfician’s  plan,  may  blame  me  for  not. having  more  minutely 
inquired  into  the  nature  of  the  Dowager  Lady  Gower’s  donation, 
efpecially  as  in  one  of  the  annual  accounts,  it  is  laid,  that  it  went 
“  towards  defraying  the  expences  of  the  houfe,”  while  the  Phy- 
fician’s  Letter  afferts, that, with  Mrs„  Bourchier’s,  it  was  to  be  ap* 
plied  “  to  the  benefit  of  thofe  patient's  who  do  not  receive  any 
“  Parifh  relief.”  Thefe  two  accounts  of  the  matter  are  certainly 
widely  different,  but  as  they  could  not  be  reconciled  without 
having  recourfe  to  the  books  of  the  Afylum,  and  as  the  wav  o£ 
argument,  which  I  had  prefcribed  to  myfelf,  had  more  to  do  with 
the  natural  reafon  of  things,  than  any  particular  deviation  from, 
fuch  reafon,  1  content  myfelf  with  faying  on  that  fiibjed,  by  way 
of  argument  a  priori ,  drawn  from  her  Lady  (hip’s  uncommon 
fagacity  and  penetration,  that  it  was  impcffible,  had  the  original- 
inftitution  of  the  Hofpital  been  fully  dated  to  her,  fhe  could  have 
excluded  Parifh  Lunatic  Paupers  from  an  equal  (hare  of  her  be¬ 
nevolence.  Endued  with  a  ftrength  of  underftanding  beyond  the 
majority  of  her  own  or  the  other  fex,  and  with  a  liberality  of  fen- 
timent,  refulting  from  that  urrderftanding,  this  excellent  woman 
defpifed  every  thing  that  was  trivial  or  partial  in  the  diftributioit 
of  that  great  charitable  film  which  devolved  to  her  from  her  ances¬ 
tor.  This  1  fay  from  perfonal  conviction,  for  as  fire,  for  many 
years,  honoured  me  with  her  friendfhip,  fo  let  me  boaft,  that  Hie 
made  me,  not  infrequently,  her  almoner ;  knowing,  therefore,  by 
this  means,  how  coolly  fhc  deliberated,  before  die  difpenfed  her 
bounty,  lean  pronounce,  to  a  certainty,  that  imperfeCt  information, 
and  that  alone  could  ever  have  turned  her  charity  from  the  right 
channel  ;  of  mifapprehenfion,  her  fupreme  judgment  rendered 
her  incapable.  This  true  eulogium  of  the  late  Lady  Gower,  I 
could  wifh  might  be  circulated  beyond  the  limits  of  fo  local  a* 
publication  as  the  prefent,  from  the  very  nature  of  its  fubjedy 
muff  unqueftionably  be. 
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may  be  endued  with  a  capacity  to  comprehend 
them.  For  myfelf,  I  only  pretend  to  know, 
that,  however  they  may  be  hereafter  incor¬ 
porated^  their  hrft  immediate  direction  fhould  be 
towards  the  general  decreafe  of  the  prefent 
weekly  pay  of  every  poor  patient  in  the  Hofpi- 
tal.  Such  pitiful  and  partial  lowering  of  cer¬ 
tain  individuals,  as  has  hitherto  taken  place, 
and  of  which  inftances  have  been  produced,  will 
never  vindicate  the  meafure  either  of  fees  or 
falaries,  The  pay  of  the  Parifh  Lunatics  in  par¬ 
ticular  ought  to  be  fo  far  leffened,  that  parifhes 
may  be  prompted  to  fend  in  their  Lunatics  as 
a  matter  of  choice  ;  for,  without  this,  as  there 
unfortunately  fubhfts  no  law  to  compel  them, 
it  is  evident  they  will  never  fend  them  in  that 
early  flage  of  the  difeafe,  when  alone  a  cure  can 
reafonably  be  expedted,  In  one  word,  making 
ufe  of  afeniible  expreffion  of  the  Truftees  of  the 
Manchefter  Infirmary,  it  is,  with  me,  a  matter 
of  no  doubt,  44  whether  an  Hofpital  may  de~ 
44  ferve  that  name,  into  which  none  can  be  ad- 
44  mitted  without -paying,  in  fome  meafure,  for 
44  their  maintenance.55* 

3 .  T urning  nowfr  om  the  argument  ofNeceility, 
I  proceed  to  conlider  fome  of  the  pleas  of  Expe¬ 
diency.  The  following  comes  clearly  under  this, 
defeription,  44  that  to  reduce  the  payment  made 
64  by  the  parifhes  for  their  infane  poor  would 
44  open  a  door  for  the  entrance  of  all  the  idiots, 
44  bedridden,  difeafed,  and  incurable  mad  pau- 
44  pers  in  the  kingdom. 5 5  It  is,  therefore,  if  true, 
certainly  inexpedient  that  fuch  a  door  fhould 
be  opened.  This  argument,  though  before 
occafionally  quoted,  fhall  now  be  more  minute- 

iy 

*  See  an  account  of  the  Manchefter  Lunatic  flofpital,  1.771, 

page  8. 
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ly.  conildered ;  and  as  different  defcriptions  of 
perfons  are  here  enumerated,  I  fhall  confider 
each  in  their  order. 

1.  Idiots ,  as  they  are  not  mentioned  as  one  of 
the  original  objects  of  this  charity,  may,  for 
that  very  reafon,  be  excluded  from  it.  I  have 
been  told,  indeed,  that  the  expediency  of  their 
admiffion  has  been  occafionally  debated ;  but  I 
enter  not  into  fuch  debate,  I  only  intimate,  as 
my  own  private  fentiment,  that  could  thefe 
very  pitiable  objects  receive  the  benefit  of  this, 
or  any  other  charitable  place  of  reception,  l 
would  gladly,  either  by  annual  fubfcription  or 
otherwife,  contribute  towards  their  mainte¬ 
nance,  in  order  that  they  might  be  removed 
from  the  public  eye,  and  prevented  from 
continuing  fpectacles  of  the  d.eepeft  mifery. 
The  public  fpiritecl  Dean  of  St.  Patrick’s,  we 
know  founded  an  Hofpital,  for  fools  as  well  as 
mad,  which  has  lafted  more  than  ten  years 
thrice  told  without  any  deviation  from  its  pri¬ 
mary  infntution :  And  were  any  additional 
building  to  the  York  Afylum  projected  for  The 
feparate  reception  of  Idiots, 1  am  perfwaded  it 
would  meet  the  wifhes,  and  receive  the  dona¬ 
tions  of  many  benevolent  Chiiftians.  For,  tired 
as  many  of  them  may  be,  of  contributing  to 
fome  public  charities  on  account  of  their  ma¬ 
nifold  peryerfions,  yet  they  would  reflect  that 
a  charity  of  this  kind  is  lefs  likely  to  be  per¬ 
verted  (in  certain  refpects)  than  any  other. 
For,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Idiots,  medical  aiTiilance 
cannot  poffibly  be  much  wanted, fees  and  falaries 
tp  Phyficians  and  Apothecaries  can  never  be 
obtruded. 

2.  Of  Bedridden  Parifli  Lunatics,  I  cannot . 
fufpect  that  many  of  them  would  be  forced  up¬ 
on 
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on  the  Afylum,  becaufe  the  very  term  implies-— 
that  they  have  loft  either  the  power  of  motion, 
entirely,  or  fo  nearly,  as  to  be  no  very  dangerous 
or  improper  inmates  of  a  common  Workhoufe. 
But  fuppofe  the  contrary,  a  ftngle  retolution,  or 
order  of  the  general  meeting*  provided  it  does 
not  counteract  the  original  intention,  would 
effeHuailypreclude  even  an  attempt  to  fend  them 
from  neighbouring  parilhes  ;  and  is  it  to  be  be¬ 
lieved,  that  the  expence  of  their  journey  would 
not  of  itfelf  deter  thofe  at  a  greater  diftance 
from  making  fo  unprofitable  an  attempt  ? 

3.  But  where  difeafe ,  either  acute  or  chroni¬ 
cal,  is  fuperadded  to  fo  deplorable  a  malady  as 
Lunacy,  I  muft  own  I  look  upon  this  as  a  reafon 
a  fortiori  for  the  ad  million  of  fuch  peculiarly 
unhappy  objeffs  into  every  Lunatic  Hofpital: 
Nor  can  there  be  any  conceivable  reafon  againft: 
it,  except  in  a  cafe  where  that  Hofpital  may  be 
under  the  foie  direction  of  a  Phyfician  incapable 
of  curing  any  other  difeafe  but  Lunacy. 

4.  Let  me  now  confider  the  laft  fpecies  of 
thefe  defperate  invaders* — the  Incurable  Mad 
Paupers.  Here  as  the  epithet  Mad  feems  to  be 
put  emphatically,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  determine 
its  precife  fignification.  If  it  means  incurable 
Lunacy  without  intervals,  I  have  only  to  fup¬ 
pofe,  that  perfons  of  fuperior  condition,  as  well 
as  abfolute  parifti  paupers,  may  be  affiifted  with 
the  very  fame  ftate  of  phrenzy,  and  therefore, 
in  juftice,  they  ought  both  to  be  excluded  equal¬ 
ly,  which,  I  fear,  may  hereafter  tend  to  make 
the  newly  invented  fund  ftill  more  precarious. 

But,  fays  Expediency,  it  is  from  the  num¬ 
bers,  not  the  fpecies  of  Lunatics,  coming  from 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom  that  this  danger  is  to 
be  apprehended.  My  anfwer  to  this  will  be 

given 
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given  merely  by  repeating  what  I  have  already 
faidin  the  cafe  of  Bedridden  Patients.  An  or¬ 
der,  as  exigency  may  prompt,  from  the  gene¬ 
ral  meeting  will  effe&ually  prevent  this.  Or¬ 
ders  of  this  kind  have  already  done  matters 
full  as  peremptory  and  abfolute  :  They  have, 
contrary  to  the  intent  of  the  original  fubfcri- 
bers,  opened  the  arms  of  the  Hofpital  to  em¬ 
brace  more  than  the  county  of  York,even  every 
Lunatic  in  his  Majefty’s  dominions;*  they  have 
requeued  the  Phylician  to  take  fees,  before  the 
weekly  payment  of  the  poorer  patients  were 
uniformly  and  effectually  lowered nay,  they 

*  In  the  year  1777,  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  fubfcribers,  it 
was,  for  the  firft  time,  refolved,  that  patients  from  other  parts 
of. the  kingdom  fhould  be  admiffible  into  the  Hofpital;  this  per- 
million,  however,  was  not  without  its  limitations,  for  the  order 
is  “  that  the  Afiylum  be  deemed  An  EJlabliJhment  for  the  County 
6i  of  York,  with  liberty  to  the  Governors  to  admit  patients  from. 
i(  other  counties  or  places,  on  extraordinary  cccajions A  ma~ 
nifeft  preference  is  here  reierved  to  this  county—  Notwithftand- 
ing  which,  the  Parifh  Lunatics  of  the  county  of  York  are  now 
obliged  to  furrender  their  ejlqblljhm  nt ,  and  give  way  to  Luna¬ 
tics  in  low,  and  perhaps  in  affluent,  circumflan^es.  It  may  not 
be  amifs  in  this  place  to  obferve,  that  fo  lb  on  as  this  limited  Order 
wras  made,  the  liberality  of  the  Afylum  in  opening  '.its  arms  to  re¬ 
ceive  all  the  Lunatics  in  the  Britifh  Empire  was  conftantly  boafted 
in  every  annual  account  of  the  State  of  the  Hofpital  ;  but  it  has 
never  till  now  been  c]uefrioned  whether  thefe  metaphorical  arms 
rnuft  not  of  neceffity  be  confined  within  thole  unmet ap boric al  and 
folid  outwalls  of  brick, which  include  the  apartments  within  them* 
Will  thefe  dilate  themfelves  for  a  purpofe  of  fuch  magnitude  ?  In 
other  Hofpitals,  when  all  the  apartments  are  filled',  it  is  the  ufual, 
and,  indeed,  necefiary  practice  to  refute  new  inmates  till  vacan¬ 
cies  happen  ;  and  if  the  county  of  York  be  able  to  fill  them 
with  its  own  Lunatics,  theoccafion  mult  be  very  extraordinary, 
indeed,  which  fhould  take  from  it  the  preference  which  this  or¬ 
der  gives. 

f  I  prefume  to  notice  this,  although  the  fignature  of  an  Arch- 
bifflop  is  affixed  to  the  order  to  which  I  allude.  Yet  when  I 
confiderthat  his  Grace  was  not  promoted  to  the  fee  of  York  till 
five  years  after  the  firft  propofals  for  ereding  the  Hofpital  iflued, 
it  is  probable,  that,  when  he  figned  that  order,  he  might  not 
have  had  fo  perfect  a  conception  of  the  original  inftitution  of  the 
charity,  as  I  flatter  nryfelf  he  will  have,  if  he  does  roe  the  honour 
to  glance  his  eye  over  thefe  few  Pages, 

have 
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have  appointed  one  Phyfician  in  exclufion  of 
all  others,  without  ever  condefcending  to  en¬ 
quire  whether  the  reft  of  the  York  pradtiftng 
Phyficians  would,  as  they  have  long  done  at  the 
County  Infirmary,  attend  the  Afylum  gratis .* 
This,  furely, '  is  fufficient  to  fatisfy  Expediency 
on  this  plea. 

But  flie  will  not  be  fatisfied  fo  eafily;  flic  has 
a  certain  argument  ftill  in  referve,  which  I 
will  venture  to  bring  forward ;  but  without 
chuftnsr  to  confute  it :  It  is  this,  fic  the  too  p*e- 
neral  admittance  of  the  meaneft  of  mankind 
will  be  the  ftrongeft  obftacle  to  the  frequent, 
admittance  of  perfons  of  fuperior  condition, 
from  whom  only  the  fund  for  falaries  is  to  be 
expected. People  of  fuperior  condition, 
when  fane,  we  know,  are  not  very  fond  of 
mixing  with  their  inferiors — -infanity,  indeed, 
may  poffibly  take  away  the  power  of  making 
the  diftin&ion  ;  but  putting  themfelves  out  of 
the  queftion,  their  friends  and  relations,  who 
muft  alfo  be  fuppofed  perfons  of  fuperior  con¬ 
dition.  will  probably  have  an  equal  relutftancy. 
And,  I  own,  fince  I  firft  became  acquainted 

*  This  is  only  an  inference  from  the  ftate  of  the  Hofpital,  and 
the  claim  of  a  falary  to  the  Phyfician,  whom  we  muft,  therefore, 
fuppofeto  have  lbme  unpublished  appointment  in  his  hands,  for 
otherwife  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  he  would  in  his  plan  aflume 
this  exclufive  character.  In  March,  1774,  the  general  meeting 
appointed  a  committee,  toconlift  of  fubferibers  of  20I.  ‘‘together 
“  with  the  pradtifing  Phyficians  in  York,”  and  to  that  very 
meeting  a  fcherne,  for  the  Conduct  of  the  Hofpital,  was  returned 
under  the  fignatures  of  Dr.  Hunter,  Dr.  Swainfton,  Dr.  Withers, 
and  the  late  Dr.  Wallis:  Salaries  are  there  recommended,  under 
the  name  of  Wages  to  the  Servants  of  the  Hofpital  ;  and  for  the 
houfe  Apothecary,  on  a  fuppofition  of  fifty-four  patients  at  6s. 
per  week,  the  annual  fum  of  50I.  is  deemed  fufficient,  but  no 
lyllable  appears  refpedting  the  Phyfician’s  Wages,  nor  have  we 
been  able  fince  to  find  any  authorized  difmiffial  of  the  other  prac- 
tifing  Phyficians  from  their  gratuitous  attendance  upon  the  un¬ 
happy  inmates  of  this  quondam  charity. 
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with  the  change  made  in  1774,  tending  to 
the  admiffion  of  affluent  patients,  I  have  fre¬ 
quently  thought  that  the  name  of  Afylum 
came  too  near  to  the  idea  of  an  Hofpital,  to 
make  it  well  relifhed  by  perfons  of  fuperior 
condition,  and,  therefore,  have  thought  that 
now  it  ought  to  have  a  new  appellative,  and 
be  denominated 

THE  LUNATIC  HOTEL; 
which  would  effectually  remove  all  prejudices  of 
that  kind :  Yet  I  humbly  fubmit  the  idea  to 
thofe  whom  it  may  moft  concern.  For  my- 
felf,  I  am  perfectly  convinced,  that  unlefs  this 
argument  be  permitted  to  operate  in  its  full 
extent,  and  to  the  utter  exclufion  of  Parifh 
Paupers,  no  certain  falary  in  perpetuo  can  be 
fecured  to  the  Phyfician’s  fucceffors,  for  whom 
and  for  whom  folely,  I  am  convinced  he  has 
relinquifhed  his  fees  for  one  whole  year,  and 
thrown  them  into  the  general  fund,  by  way  of 
experiment.  *  I  have  it  in  doubt,  I  muft  own, 
whether  an  experiment  of  one  year,  or  even  of 
ten,  may  be  fo  decifive  in  this  point,  as  to 
afford  fufficient  data  for  the  governors  to 
found  a  refolution  upon  which  is  to  operate  fo 
longas  the  building  is  inhabited:  So  long, indeed, 
as  a  Phyfician  of  fuperior  eminence  in  his  profef- 
fion  (as  at  prefent)  attends  Lunatics  of  fuperior 
condition,  I  have  not  a  fear  of  its  fuccefs ;  but 
a  fucceffor  not  poffeffing  that  fuperior  fkill,  may 

*  The  fees  From  the  poor  are  difavowed,  and  there  is  no 
ground  to  believe  the  Governors  ever  meant  the  Phyfician  to 
have  them  ;  from  whom,  then,  are  they  to  arife  ?  from  the  rich 
inmates  of  an  Hofpital !  If,  therefore,  from  thefe,  fees  are  to 
arife,  it  is  a  private  matter  between  the  Phyfician  and  the 
friends  of  the  rich,  and  ihould  not  be  transferred  to  the  truft, 
which  ought  not,  furely,  to  incumber  itfelf  with  any  fuch  trans¬ 
fer* 

E  caufe 
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caufe  a  decreafe  in  the  number  of  affluent  pa¬ 
tients:  and  when  I  further  confider  that  this 
fucceflor,  on  account  of  that  confiderable  falary 
annexed  to  his  office, cannot  be  nominated  with¬ 
out  a  previous  election,  it  is  to  be  fufpeded,  that 
the  ideas  of  Whig  and  Tory,  or  fome  fimilar 
party  diftintftions  at  the  time,  may  operate  more 
on  the  minds  of  the  electors  with  refpetft  to  the 
qualifications  of  the  feveral  candidates  than 
medical  fkill  and  antimaniacal  fcience.  The 
confequence  then,  muft  certainly  be,  that,  af¬ 
fluent  patients  becoming  lefs  numerous,  the 
fund,  in  a  few  years,  will  become  too  fmall  to 
pay  even  the  Apothecary’s  penfion,  much  lefs 
that  of  the  Phyiician.  If,  then,  that  Phyfician 
be  not  either  able  or  willing  to  make  a  facrifice 
of  his  falary,  the  poorer  fpecies  of  Lunatics  (if, 
at  the  time,  any  fhould  be  found  in  the  Place) 
muft  be  loft  to  all  medical  affiftance.* 

Having  now  confidered  all  the  principal  pleas 
that  either  have  been,  or  may  probably  be 
urged  by  Neceffity  or  Expediency,  in  order  to 
defend  that  great  deviation  from  the  original 
defign  of  the  Hofpital,  which  has,  by  degrees, 

taken 

*  On  this  account,  I  am  inclined  to  agree  in  opinion  with  one 
of  Dr.  Hunter’s  refpedtable  correfpondents  <£  that  inftead  of  the 
“  intended  new  ere&ion,  and  in  lieu  of  falary  for  the  Phyfician* 
tc  a  fmall  houfe”  (I  would  rather  have  it  a  large  one)  “  fhould  be 
*s  built  for  the  reception  of  a  few  patients  of  better  condition. 
t(  This  to  be  at  the  difpofal  of  the  Phyfician,  he  paying  a  rent 
6i  for  it,  and  finding  his  own  fervants  and  all  family  expences.” 
(See  Dr.  Hunter’s  fecond  Letter,  fecond  edition  folio,  for  it  is 
not  in  the  firft,  which  was  publifhed  in  the  newfpapers)  and  I 
am  the  more  inclined  to  favour  this  ingenious  idea,  becaufe  it  is 
the  quickeft  way  of  building  a  private  Madhoufe,  with  money 
that  apparently  belongs  to  nobody,  and  which,  to  the  amount, 
of  1176I.  18s.  u|d.  lies  now  in  the  Banker’s  hands.  But  my 
chief  partiality  to  this  fchemeis,  that  it  will  prevent  the  Afylum 
from  changing  its  name,  and  be  itfelf,  with  {till  more  propriety, 
called  the  LUNATIC  HOTEL  FOR  PERSONS  OF  CONDI¬ 
TION  only . 
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taken  place  in  its  conduct,  I  will  conclude  in 
the  following  hypothetical  manner. 

Suppofe  then,  my  impartial  and  unprejudiced 
reader !  that  when  that  original  advertifement 
was  drawn  up,  which  has  been  quoted  in  my 
firfi  Proportion,  one  in  the  following  terms 
had  been  publilhed  in  its  Head. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

Senfible  that  perfons  in  affluent  circumjlances  and 
of  fuperior  condition  might  keep  their  relations  or 
friends,  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  difordered  in 
their  fenfes ,  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  they  can 
now  do  in  any  place  of  private  confinement  in  the  king - 
dom  ;  we,  the  Nobility,  Gentry ,  and  Clergy  of  the 
county  of  Tork ,  prop  of e  to  enter  into  a  voluntary  fub- 
fcription  towards  eroding  a  very  elegant  building  for 
that  purpofe,  and  to  furnijh  and  fit  up  the  fame  in  the 
moft  commodious  manner,  not  only  for  themfelves ,  but 
their fervants,  where,  under  the  care  of  an  experienced 
falaried  Phyfician,  a  man  of  principles  and  honour 
they  will  be  fare  of  the  befit  medical  afififtance,  and  the 
moft  polite  and  humane  treatment ,  fait  able  to  their 
rank  and  condition ,  And  we  further  propofe ,  that 
after  the  ground  is  bought  and  the  building  eroded , 
the  refidue  of  the  fubfcription  money  JJjali  be  vefted  in 
the  public  funds  for  the  purpofe  of  repairing ,  refur* 
nijhing,  and  adding  jnore  commodious  buildings  in  ad~ 
diiion  to  the  fame ,  as  affluent  patients  may  encreafe , 
or  other  exigencies  require :  And  we  hereby  afifiure  the 
public ,  that  this,  our  voluntary  gencrofiity ,  does  not 
mean  to  confine  itfelf  to  the  county  ( however  extent- 
five  )  to  which  we  belong,  but  will  extend  itfelf  to 
every  quarter  of  his  Majefty*  s  dominions.  It  is,  there - 
fore,  earneftly  requefled,  that  fuch  Torkfihire  Noble * 
men ,  lAc.  as  are  defir  ous  of  promoting  an  infilitution  fo 
highly  beneficial  to  the  affluent ,  though  unhappy  part 
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of  the  nation ,  would  meet  at  the  Cafile  of  York ,  on 
Friday  in  the  Race  Week ,  Aug.  1772,  to  confide r  of 
proper  means  for  putting  the  fame  in  execution ,  <372# 
^  opening  a  fubfcriptionfor  fo  laudable  a  purpofe. 

Had  this  advertifement,  I  fay,  appeared  im 
flead  of  that  which  did  then  appear,  is  it  likely 
(let  me  alk  my  reader)  that  the  lum  of  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  would  have  been 
immediately  fubfcribed,  or  that,  in  the  fpace  of 
five  years  more,  it  would  have  been  augmented 
to  five  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety  ?  I  per* 
ceive  myfelf  anfwered  by  a  fliort  negative.  The 
fufifcription,  I  agree  with  him?  mull  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  but  flowly:  Let  us  confider,  therefore, 
whether  another  advertifement  like  the  follow¬ 
ing  might  not  have  helped  it  forward, 
ADVERTISEMENT. 

To  add  to  our  generofity  the  flimulant  of  a  proper 
degree  of  charity ,  we,  the  aforefaid  Nobility  and 
Gentry ,  finding  that  certain  futile  objections  were 
7iiade  to  our  former  advertifement ,  which  rather  im¬ 
peded  our  generous  and  difinterefted  defign ,  do  now 
further  propofe,  that pefions  of  inoderate  condition  and 
midling  fortunes  may  alfo  be  ad?nitted  as  patients 
with  thofe  in  affluent  circumftances ,  provided  that 
they  alfo  pay  fuch  reafonable  fees  to  the  Phyfician , 
and  fuch  weekly  pay  for  board  &  c.  &c.  as  their 
feveral  circumftances  may  permit :  Nay , .  we  even 
condefcend  to  admit  into  it  low  and  indigent  pefions , 
( provided  they  come  not  under  the  denomination  of 
Farijh  Paupers )  and  this  at  the  fmall  fum  of  eight 
j. hillings  per  week ,  which  alfo  may  be  lowered  at  the 
difcretion  of  the  Phyfician  and  Governors ,  or  of  the 
Phyfician  only ,  in  cafes  which  he  may  judge  rnoft  for 
the  good  of  the  charity  :  But  becaufe  Parifh  Paupers 
are  confefedly  the  meaneft  of  mankind ,  and  as  the 
intended  building  will  be  conftruCled  chiejly  for  the 

accom - 
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accommodation  of  perfons  of ' Juperior  condition ,  /7  £jr 
obvious  that  thefe  Mad  Paupers  muft  be  excluded ,  by 
putting  their  terms  of  admiffion  fo  high  as  effe dually 
to  bar  their  ingrefs  to  the  Afylum . 

Whether  even  this  more  enlarged  plan  would 
have  fo  far  forwarded  the  fubfcription,  as  even 
to  have  raifed  money  fufHcient  to  buy  the 
ground  for  the  building  to  ftand  upon,  I  fufpecf, 
will  be  almoft  univerfally  doubted.  Why  then 
(fays  my  reader,  now,  perhaps,  become  indig¬ 
nant)  fabricate  two  fuch  improbable  advertife- 
ments  ?  My  anfwer  is,  that,  however  improba¬ 
ble,  or  even  abfurd  they  may  appear,  the  latter 
advertifement  gives  a  very  predfe  idea  of  what 
the  Government  of  the  Afylum  NOW  IS,  even 
before  the  Phyfician’s  projected  plan  of  falary 
takes  place ;  how  far  the  former  delineates  what 
it  will  THEN  BE  I  leave  to  future  inveftigators 
to  determine* 
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